CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

Islam is often able to supplement its borrow-
ings from Christianity at the original
sources, and when they have thus been
deepened and purified, these adaptations
are returned to Christianity in Muhamme-
dan form.

Christian  scholasticism  was  first  based
upon fragments of Aristotle and chiefly in-
spired   by   Neo-Platonism:    through   the
Arabs it became acquainted with almost
the whole of Aristotle and also with the
special methods by which the Arabs ap-
proach the problem of this philosophy.   To
give any detailed account of this influence
would be to write a history of mediaeval
philosophy in its relation to ecclesiastical
doctrine, a task which I feel to be beyond
my powers.   I shall therefore confine myself
to an abstract of the material points selected
from the considerable detail which specialists
upon the subject have collected : I consider
that Arab influence during the first period
is best explained by the new wealth of
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